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Welcome!
What we believe about ourselves, the world, and God is deeply personal,
always fluid, never static. Our beliefs never stay the same, they grow and
change with our life experiences. The trick in life is to find a faith community
– like the church – to help us explore our faith, deepen it, enlarge it and make
it stronger. We need a faith that supports us in our life and living.
In reflection, we discover there is a vacuum in our lives without the faith
dimension. Something there is that calls from a depth beyond our immediate
seeing and hearing. The message is beyond our every day and yet strangely
a part of it. It is a call from our core to our core. Augustine (354-430 AD),
captured this when he wrote:
“You have made us for yourself, O God, and our
hearts are restless until they find their rest in you.”
What we believe about life and our restlessness to know God – helps us make
sense in a world at times wonderful and joyous as it is also crazy and
confused. In his book, “The Magnificent Defeat,” Frederick Buechner writes:
“Heaven knows terrible things happen to people in this world.
The good die young, and the wicked prosper, and in anyone town,
anywhere, there is grief enough to freeze the blood. But from
deep within - whatever the hidden spring is that life wells up from
- there wells up into our lives, even at their darkest and maybe
especially then, a power to heal, to breathe new life into us.”
Jesus says “I have come that they may have life – life in all its abundance.” (John 10:10)
This new life is a joy; there is also the element of struggle. Sometimes we move ahead, sometimes
we are stuck, sometimes we fall back. It may seem we are tripping up, falling down and getting up
with bruised knees! This makes the Church - the community of believers and those beginning their
faith pilgrimage - the greatest collection of "pick-me-up-people" on planet earth.
Our Presbyterian “Confession of 1967" speaks to this dynamic:
“The new life does not release a person from conflict with unbelief, pride, lust, fear.
They still struggle with disheartening difficulties and problems. Nevertheless, as they
mature in love and faithfulness in their life with Christ, they live in freedom and good
cheer, bearing witness on good days and evil days, confident that the new life is
pleasing to God and helpful to others.”
“Empowering Your Inner Presbyterian” is an introduction to the Presbyterian way of “being Church”
within that great body known as The Christian Church. At its very best, the Church is a resource
infor our faith development. In the Church we try to say, “Stand where we stand, and see if you can
see what we see.”
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I. What We Believe
Have you ever
asked?

What is the difference between the Presbyterian Church (USA) and other
denominations? Do we have a distinctive doctrine or belief that sets Presbyterians apart from others?

The Answer:

It is the government or polity of the Presbyterian Church (USA) that is our
distinctive contribution. In fact, our denomination’s very name is a description
of our form of government. The word "presbyterian" comes from the Greek
word "presbuteros" which means "elders." The Presbyterian Church is
governed by elders: Ruling Elders who are members of the Church, chosen by
the congregation and ordained to guide the life of the Church; and
pastors/ministers who are Teaching Elders, also chosen by the congregation.
In doctrine, the Presbyterian Church (USA) holds to that great body of belief
which is the heritage of the Christian Church as it has come down through the
ages. Presbyterians also bring their own distinctive emphasis to the whole body
of Christian faith and practice. It is the Reformed Tradition.

We are a
“Confessing
Church”:

This is another way of talking about the Presbyterian Church (USA). Through
statements of faith, Presbyterians have sought to give articulate and intelligent
expression to the faith we hold. These statements are called creeds, confessions
of faith, declarations of faith, or catechisms. They are meant to speak in
specific times and circumstances, to describe the dynamic of the Christian Faith
within the perimeters of the biblical witness and urgings of God’s Holy Spirit.

About
"The Book of
Confessions”:

This is a part of the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and contains
those statements of faith which are vital to the life of the Presbyterian Church.
The "Book of Confessions" includes the following:
The Apostles' Creed
(Second Century A.D.)
The Nicene Creed
(381 A.D.)
The Scots Confession
(1560)
The Heidelberg Catechism
(1563)
The Second Helvetic Confession
(1566)
The Westminster Confession of Faith
(1643)
The Shorter Catechism
(1643)
The Theological Declaration of Barmen
(1934)
The Confession of 1967
(1967)
A Brief Statement of the Reformed Faith
(1991)
The Confession of Belhar
(2016)

What does it
mean to be a
member of the
Church?

Presbyterians are not asked to subscribe to the various statements of faith
contained in the "Book of Confessions." Instead, we claim the Book of
Confessions as a guide, a road map; we are guided by the confessions in the
personal growth of our faith.
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Questions asked
when you unite
with a
Presbyterian
Church

When joining the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), a person is asked the following
questions:
Q: Who is your Lord and Savior?
A:
Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.
Q: Do you trust him?
A:
I do.
Q: Do you intend to be his disciple, to obey his word?
A:
I do.
Q: Will you be a faithful member of this congregation, giving of
yourself in every way, and will you seek the fellowship of
the church wherever you may be?
A:
I will.
A church member is encouraged to use the "Book of Confessions" as a tool for
exploring his/her understanding of the Christian Faith and move toward growth
and maturity in the Christian life.

Growth in the
Christian Life:

What is the Christian Life? It is a life lived in response to the claims of Jesus
Christ. Our Presbyterian Confession of 1967 lays out some of the dimensions
of this Christian Life in these pungent words:
“The New Life takes shape in a community in which persons know
that God loves and accepts them in spite of what they are. They
therefore accept themselves and love others, knowing that no one
has any ground on which to stand except God's grace.
‘The new life finds its direction in the life of Jesus, his deeds and
words, his struggles against temptation, his compassion, his anger,
and his willingness to suffer death. The teaching of apostles and
prophets guides men and women in living this life, and the
Christian community nurtures and equips them for their ministries.
“The members of the church are emissaries of peace and seek the
good of all in cooperation with powers and authorities in politics,
culture, and economics. But they have to fight against pretensions
and injustices when these same powers endanger human welfare.
Their strength is in their confidence that God’s purpose rather than
human schemes will finally prevail.”

A word from
Deitrich
Bonhoeffer
written in 1938

“It is grace, nothing but grace, that we are allowed to live in community
with Christian brethren: the visible fellowship is a blessing.
“Therefore a Christian needs another Christian who speaks God's Word
to him. We need them again and again when we become uncertain and
discouraged. And that also clarifies the goal of all Christian Community: we
meet each other as bringers of the message of salvation.”
From his book Life Together
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"What Does It Mean to Be Presbyterian and Reformed?"
TO BE PRESBYTERIAN AND REFORMED MEANS . . . being BIBLICALLY GROUNDED
The Directory for the Service of God (a part of our church's Constitution)
refers to the Bible as "the basic textbook of the Church." Even though we
may use other resources for study and instruction, the Word of God
contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments is the primary
source for study.
TO BE PRESBYTERIAN AND REFORMED MEANS . . . being HISTORICALLY INFORMED
"Being historically informed means to take history seriously, both the near
and distant past. It means to live in the world with intentional involvement
in current issues, and to also recognize our heritage. Being historically
informed means being formed by our confessions. To be Reformed does not
necessarily mean to be Presbyterian, but to be Presbyterian means to be
both Christian and Reformed."
- Frank Haner
TO BE PRESBYTERIAN AND REFORMED MEANS . . .being ECUMENICALLY INVOLVED
In Always Being Reformed, Edward A. Dowey writes, "It was never the
purpose of the Reformers of the 16th Century to found a new church or to
set up separate traditions beside the Roman Catholic Church. In their self-understanding they were not founders, they were reformers and purifiers of
the single, one, and only catholic church . . . To be Reformed is to be
catholic in essence, and also to be pained by the sinful, empirical divisions
among which we of the One Church live."
TO BE PRESBYTERIAN AND REFORMED MEANS . . .
being SOCIALLY ENGAGED
"The Church, the covenant community governed by the Lord Christ,
opposes, resists and seeks to change all the circumstances of oppression political, economic, cultural, racial - by which persons are denied the
essential dignity God intends for them in the work of creation."
Confession of Faith
Cumberland Presbyterian Church
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A Quick Summary of What Presbyterians Believe
Presbyterians share and hold to the great body of beliefs which have come down
through the ages to form the common heritage of the Christian Church.
Presbyterians have always been careful to ground their common faith and practice in scripture, both the
Old and New Testaments. And Presbyterians have always been amazed at how this body of writing,
developed so long ago, still speaks to our life and times in strong and contemporary ways.
The Bible, or scripture as we sometimes call it, contains the remarkable and mysterious story of God's
love for humankind and God's very personal revelation in the person of Jesus Christ. Presbyterians
affirm the Bible as the most authoritative source for faith and practice. In the Bible, the creative and
redemptive power of God is revealed and set forth.
The Presbyterian Church is also known as a "confessing or confessional church." This means our basic
beliefs are embodied in a series of creeds, statements of faith and confessions which were written to
"declare the faith of the Church" to a particular culture and time. We understand that in each age the
church must state its faith in a contemporary and meaningful fashion.
Specifically:
1. We believe in God
The reality of life which defies precise definition. We believe God is the basis for all
that is. God is the "Ground of all Being."
2.

We believe in Jesus Christ
The great Mystery we call God is revealed in the form of a person, Jesus of Nazareth.
The person, words, and actions of Jesus the Christ helps us better understand God’s
nature.

3.

We believe in the reality of the human condition
Men and women are not "at home" with themselves, each other, or God . . . , they are
truly in need of a savior. Down through the ages, the Church has called this condition
of discontinuity, this reality of not being “at home” as “Sin.”

4.

We believe in the reality of God’s Grace
But sin has an answer. This Mystery we call God understands us better than we
understand ourselves: we are accepted as we are so that we might become who - in
God’s sight - we are truly meant to be;

5.

We believe in the presence of the Holy Spirit
God's activity continues in our day-to-day life. We are never "stuck" where we are.
The presence of God experienced in our lives and the activity of God in history is
identified as the Holy Spirit, God’s Spirit, at work;

6.

We believe in the "Priesthood of all believers"
All persons are "special" and none more than others. All are invited into that unique
relationship as men and women who are a part of the great "Community of Faith." We
have a common calling as Christians to live lives of truth, justice, mercy, and love.

- Page 5 -

A Brief Statement of The Reformed Faith
A Recent Statement of Faith:
Adopted in 1991, the Brief Statement of the Reformed Faith is a recent corporate expression
of the Christian Faith. In its structure, it looks to the scripture passage in II Corinthians
13:13, which is heard many Sundays as a Benediction at the close of the worship service:
"The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all."
The Brief Statement follows the Trinitarian outline set out by Paul as he closed his Second
Letter to the Corinthian Church. Here is the Brief Statement with each line numbered:
Introduction

1
2
3
4
5
6

In life and in death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and serve.

Part 1

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

We trust in Jesus Christ,
fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor
and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed
and blessing the children,
healing the sick
and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts,
forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,
Jesus was crucified,
suffering the depths of human pain
and giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead,
vindicating his sinless life,
breaking the power of sin and evil,
delivering us from death to life eternal.

Part 2

27

We trust in God,
whom Jesus called Abba, Father.
In sovereign love God created the world good
and makes everyone equally in God’s image,
male and female, of every race and people,
to live as one community.
But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.
Ignoring God’s commandments.

28
29
30
31
32
33
34
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35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51

Part 3

52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76

we violate the image of God in others and ourselves,
accept lies as truth,
exploit neighbor and nature,
and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.
We deserve God’s condemnation.
Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.
In everlasting love,
the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people
to bless all families of the earth.
Hearing their cry,
God delivered the children of Israel
from the house of bondage.
Loving us still,
God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home,
God is faithful still.

We trust in God the Holy Spirit,
everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers
in the one body of Christ, the Church.
The same Spirit
who inspired the prophets and apostles
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed,
claims us in the waters of baptism,
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.
In a broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
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Our Assurance:

77
78
79

With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

A Closing
Doxology of
Praise:

80

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Thus . . .

In this Brief Statement of the Reformed Faith, developed in celebration of the
reunited Presbyterian family (see page 13), we affirm the God whom we believe
and to whom we belong is fully revealed in the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the communion or fellowship of the Holy Spirit.

And in the
future . . .

The most recent addition to the Book of Confessions is The Confession of
Belhar, adopted in 2016.
There will, of course, be more confessions and statements of faith. Our world
is moving and changing. The church needs to reinterpret the power and
presence of the faith to each new generation.
Again, remember the confessions are meant to speak in circumstances that speak
to the times, to describe the meaning of the Christian Faith within the perimeters
of the biblical witness and at the urgings of God’s Holy Spirit.
Confessions serve as our guides and road maps along the pilgrim road.

- Page 8 -

II. Why Study the Bible?
The Bible is the primary book for us! It is very old . . . and yet, readers
have discovered it can become amazingly contemporary with each new
reading. How can this happen?
Eugene March has written:
“Only to ask, What? and never, So what? would be to miss the point. Bible
study is intended to inform, reform, and transform. It is the foundation upon
which the structure of the Christian life depends.”
In his book, Experiments With Bible Study, Hans-Rudi Webber tells a powerful story:
“On my desk stands a small wood sculpture, the work of an unknown Tanzanian artist.
It portrays an African woman on her knees. What captures one's eye is her tattooed face,
where a big smile is beginning to break through her otherwise severely symmetrical
features. It is as if she is going to reveal a great secret which has given her deep joy. The
secret obviously relates to the book with the cross which she holds high above her head.
“In this sculpture the artist wanted to capture the climax of a story often told in East
Africa: A simple woman always walked around with a bulky Bible. Never would she part
from it. Soon the villages began to tease her: ‘Why always the Bible? There are so many
books you could read!’
“Yet the woman kept on living with her Bible, neither disturbed or angered by the
teasing. Finally, one day she knelt down in the midst of those who laughed at her.
Holding the Bible high above her head, she said with a big smile: ‘Yes, of course there are
many books which I could read. But there is only one book which reads me.’
“This, in a nutshell, is the whole secret of Bible study. People start out by listening
to an old message, by analyzing ancient texts, by reading - naively or critically - the biblical
documents of antiquity. They experience this exercise as dull or instructive, as something
Christians ought to do or something they have been led to do by their historical, literary,
or theological interests.
“Yet a mysterious change of roles can then occur. Listening, analyzing, and reading,
students of the Bible meet a living reality which begins to challenge them. Out of the
biblical stories, texts, and documents a person comes to life: the God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, and even more intimately, Jesus of Nazareth, in whom the biblical God chose
to be present among us. Perhaps gradually, perhaps quite suddenly, the book which was
the object of our reading and study becomes the subject which reads us.
“There are no methods to guarantee such a mysterious change of role. It does not
come from the power of human scholarship or clever teaching and know-how. It is a
change worked by the power of the Holy Spirit. Therefore the prayer Veni Creator Spiritus
- ‘Come Creator Spirit,’ is essential.
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“Yet not even prayer can force the change to happen. Bible
studies are like experiments in a scientific laboratory. With open
mind, some basic hypothesis, and the best possible tools and
methods, we approach a biblical story or text. The experiment may
proceed as expected on the basis of our past experience and present
moods. It may simply confirm what we already know, verifying our
beliefs or doubts, our assumptions or prejudices.
“Yet experiments with Bible study, like scientific experiments,
can also lead us to new discoveries, challenging our preconceptions,
our customary styles of life, and in fact our whole outlook on the
world and purpose of life. This is both a frightening and liberating
experience.”
Hans-Rudi Webber

A Word from Paul
Paul wrote these words to the Christians in the Greek
City of Ephesus:
1-3

“In light of all this, here's what I want you to
do. While I'm locked up here, a prisoner for
the Master, I want you to get out there and
walk—better yet, run!—on the road God called
you to travel. I don't want any of you sitting
around on your hands. I don't want anyone
strolling off, down some path that goes
nowhere. And mark that you do this with
humility and discipline—not in fits and starts,
but steadily, pouring yourselves out for each
other in acts of love, alert at noticing
differences and quick at mending fences.
11

“God handed out gifts above and below, filled heaven with his gifts, filled earth with his
gifts. He handed out gifts of apostle, prophet, evangelist, and pastor-teacher to train Christ's
followers in skilled servant work, working within Christ's body, the church, until we're all
moving rhythmically and easily with each other, efficient and graceful in response to God's
Son, fully mature adults, fully developed within and without, fully alive like Christ.
14-16

“No prolonged infancies among us, please. We will not tolerate babes in the woods,
small children who are an easy mark for impostors. God wants us to grow up, to know the
whole truth and tell it in love—like Christ in everything. We take our lead from Christ, who
is the source of everything we do. He keeps us in step with each other. His very breath and
blood flow through us, nourishing us so that we will grow up healthy in God, robust in love.
Ephesians 4:1-3, 11-16 - from The Message, translated by Eugene Peterson
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III. Why We Worship as We do

What is
Worship?

Worship is a central act of the Christian Church: the hub of the wheel around
which revolves the many activities of the individual Christian, a specific
congregation, and the whole Church. This is what "The Directory for
Worship" (from The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church USA) says about
worship:
"Worship depends upon and is a response to the presence of God, the
Creator, Redeemer and Comforter, and to what God has done for the
salvation of all who believe. Christians affirm God's presence and saving
activity by acts of adoration, confession, thanksgiving, supplication,
intercession, and communion with the saints."
"While Christians worship God as individuals, as families, and always as
members of the body of Christ, they especially worship God when they
assemble for common worship in the community of faith where they share
a common life of faith and hope, of love and commitment."

Characteristics
of our worship:

WORSHIP IS A DIALOGUE AND A DRAMA:
It is God who speaks, and it is God who calls forth our response. God
speaks and we make our grateful response in prayer and praise, in
offering, and in our commitment to "Go out into the world in peace" with
a sense of God's presence. Worship has the character of a conversation:
of hearing and speaking, of seeing and acting, of a good and glad dialogue
with God. It also has the character of a drama where the story becomes
alive and challenges us in ways we did not expect. For a stunning
example of this, see Isaiah 6:1-9.
WORSHIP IS A CORPORATE ACT:
Christian Worship is the grateful, united response of a people who are
called by the Lord and who participate as one body in God's service; it
is singing and praying and offering ourselves for service in the world and
with each other. It is not an experience in which solitary souls sit
together as spectators at a lecture, play or presentation.

What is a
Sacrament?

The Presbyterian Church (USA) recognizes two sacraments:
Baptism and the Lord's Supper or Communion.
The basis for the sacraments is found in scripture - in the life and ministry of
Jesus Christ. The classic description of a sacrament is "an outward and visible
sign of inward and spiritual grace." Another way to say this is the sacraments
is a demonstration of the good news of God's love for us - they offer a time
when all in the church family may see the good news in action and participate.
The two sacrament are celebrations of the community and occur in worship.
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What about
Baptism?

In the Presbyterian Church, baptism is not a private act. It occurs within the
context of worship as a sign of entrance and welcome into the fellowship of the
Christian Community. Whether for infants or adults, before the baptism the
congregation promises:
"To tell this new disciple the good news of the gospel, to help (him/her)
know all that Christ commands, and by our fellowship, to strengthen their
family ties with the household of God."

What is the
Lord’s Supper?

Also known as Communion, or the Eucharist (Greek word for “thanksgiving”),
the Lord's Supper is a sacrament of continuing support and nourishment. Jesus
said: "Do this remembering me." The meal is a demonstration of God's love,
a sharing within the Christian community, and a strengthening so that we may
go out into the world to love and witness. It is a celebration of new life and a
strengthening for life. Communion is observed often.

What does
Presbyterian
Worship look
like?

The basic structure of our Presbyterian Worship has four parts:
Assemble in God's Name - worshipers gather in the name of the Lord,
offer praise, acknowledge and confess our sins, and receive the gift of
God's forgiveness.
Proclaim God's Word
- through scripture, sermon and song God's
Word is spoken and heard.
We Respond
- through our prayers, our financial support,
and the celebration of the Lord's Supper, Christians give thanks in
corporate worship.
We Go in God's Name
- Christian worship is not to be separated
from our daily living and work. We are, therefore, appropriately charged
to be God's people in the world today.

What is The
Christian Year?

As we worship, Christians are mindful of the mighty acts of God, especially as
they are seen in the birth, life and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
The pattern in which we proceed from event to event and from remembrance to
remembrance is called the Christian Year which begin at Advent.
The Christian Year includes:
The Season of Advent
- 4 Sundays before Christmas.
The Season of Christmastide - 12 days from Christmas to
Epiphany which is January 6.
The Season of Epiphany
- begins after January 6th.
The Season of Lent
- begins on Ash Wednesday,
a 40 day period excluding the
six Sundays in Lent.
The Season of Eastertide
- begins on Easter Sunday,
a 50 day period culminating in
Pentecost Sunday.
The Season after Pentecost - from Pentecost and continues
to the First Sunday in Advent.
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IV. Our Tradition and History
Background:

Presbyterians find ample evidence in the New Testament for their form of
government, but they do not claim exclusive possession of a church government
as "authorized" in the New Testament. The early church had fluid forms of
government which gradually moved to a system of priests and bishops.
The Reformation movement in the 16th Century sought to return the church to
the practices of the New Testament Church. The roots of the Reformation can
be found in the Bible, the thinking of those times, and the emerging culture and
economics of that day. The dynamic force of the Protestant Reformation is
contained in these words: “Ecclesia Reformata sed semper reformanda,” Latin
for The Church reformed but always ireforming. In this sense, the reformation
is never finished.

The main
branches in the
16th century
reformation:

John Calvin:

The Protestant Reformation developed three major thrusts as it sought to
interpret the Christian Faith for its time:
The Lutheran Tradition
- looks to the work of Martin Luther;
The Reformed Tradition
- looks to City of Geneva and the work of
a French scholar, lawyer and leader: John Calvin;
The Free Church Tradition - includes the other historic churches of the
Protestant Reformation (sometimes called “Anabaptists”).

The Reformation figure most identified with the Presbyterian Church is John
Calvin, a young French lawyer, who renounced the Roman Church at the age
of 24. He lived most of his life and fulfilled the greater part of his mission in
Geneva, Switzerland. He is important because of his ideas and teachings. He
sought to reshape the church to be more in keeping with New Testament
traditions. He authored The Institutes of the Christian Religion, which became
known as "The Handbook of the Reformation" because of its importance as a
guide to the Protestant understanding of the Christian Faith.
Calvin died in Geneva in 1564. He was such a powerful force and intellectual
giant that Geneva became the intellectual center of the Protestant Reformation
in his lifetime.

Presbyterians in
America:

Presbyterians were present at the very beginning! In 1611, the first
congregation was organized in Virginia by Alexander Whitaker. The
congregation in Jamaica, Long Island now has the longest continuous
Presbyterian history in America. In 1683, Rev. Francis Makemie arrived; he
is known as the chief founder of organized Presbyterianism in this country and
was instrumental in establishing the first Presbytery in 1706. The first General
Assembly was organized in 1789, and held in Philadelphia. In Baltimore, The
First and Franklin Presbyterian Church dates its origin to 1761.
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Presbyterians in
America:
(continued)

Presbyterians were so involved in the American Revolution that the English
King George III, is quoted in the London Times of that day as calling the
American Revolution "that Presbyterian Rebellion." Of the signers of the
Declaration of Independence, the only minister was Presbyterian, the Rev. John
Witherspoon. President of what is now Princeton University, in 1789,
Witherspoon was chosen Moderator of the first General Assembly. At that time
there were eleven presbyteries in the new nation.
The growth of the Church in the United States is a dynamic expression of the
growth of our country. The great revival in the 1800's brought large increases
in church membership. Various denominations cooperated so that areas of the
country were "assigned" to each. Thus, Presbyterianism is strong in
Pennsylvania while, for example, the United Church of Christ (Congregational
Church) is strong in Massachusetts.

Into Other
Lands:

In 1817, the Presbyterian Church united with several other denominations to
form the United Foreign Mission Society. Finally, in 1837, the Presbyterian
Board of Foreign Mission was formed. This began a venture in ecumenical
cooperation which is even more active today as American churches seek to be
a strength and encouragement to the indigenous leaders of congregations in
other lands. Today this area of our Church’s life is called World Wide
Ministries.

Education:

The thrust for education has always been strong in the church with many
colleges and seminaries established to teach. Princeton University has its
history in William Tennent's Log College, founded in 1746. The present
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary began in 1794 as the Theological Seminary on
Service Creek.

Division in the
family . . .

In the 19th century, division in the country was high. From 1837-1869, the
church reflected that division with a great split between what was called the Old
School and New School Presbyterians. In 1861, the division in the country
over the Civil War resulted in the break-away and establishment of the
Presbyterian Church in the US.

and a
Presbyterian
Family
Reunion:

Reunion was not until 1984, when the Presbyterian Church in the US and the
United Presbyterian Church in the USA reunited in Atlanta, Georgia. Years
of separation ended our present Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) was established.
It was a wonderful time in Presbyterian history: we became one family again.
The headquarters of the reunited church is located in Louisville, Kentucky.
The address is:
100 Witherspoon Street,
Louisville, KY 40202.
The general phone number is 1-800-728-7228.
Resources Phone: 1-800-524-2612
Website for Presbyterian Mission Agency: www.pcusa.org
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V. How We Are Structured
A Church of
Order:

The Presbyterian Church (USA) puts strong emphasis on a form of government
which carries itself "decently and in order." Our system is a representative
form of democracy. The people govern the church through elected representatives called "elders." Again, in Greek the word for elders is presbuteros, from
which comes the name of our church. The very name of our denomination
suggests a strong emphasis on the ministry of the Whole People of God; in the
deepest sense, we are all ministers.

The “book of
authority” in
our church:

The life of the Presbyterian Church (USA) is governed by The Constitution of
the Presbyterian Church (USA). Our constitution is organized in this fashion:
Part I - "The Book of Confessions"
including the eleven statements of faith noted on page 2;
Part II - "The Book of Order"
"The Form of Government"
which establishes the order by which all levels of the church are
governed, persons are elected and ordained to office and the church
is structured for mission.
"The Rules of Discipline"
"Church discipline is the orderly exercise of authority resulting from
the application of principles and laws which (the Church) had derived
from the Scriptures for the instruction, training and correction of its
members, officers, congregations and judicatories."
"Directory for the Service of God"
A guide to the worship life of the church including corporate worship,
the observance of the sacraments, weddings, funerals, ministry to the
sick and personal devotion.

The Session in
the local
church:

The Session, consisting of Elders elected by the congregation and the Pastor(s)
or Teaching Elder(s) of the congregation, is responsible for the congregation's
spiritual, program and financial life, as well as thecongregation’s mission thrust.
The pastor serves as Moderator of the Session.
Elders are ordained to serve in this capacity. Their term of office is three years,
and they may be elected to serve an additional three years. Each Elder may
have specific responsibilities within the total group, like serving on or chairing
a Session committee. One is ordained an Elder for life, although not always in
active service.

The Board of
Deacons in the
local church:

Deacons serve as did those chosen in the New Testament Church to minister as
ones concerned for members of the congregation. The Greek word “diakonia”
means “service.” Their work is one of "sympathy and concern." They are
elected by the congregation, their term of office is the same as Elders.
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